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Manoj Sunny
The First National and International Co-ordinator

of the Jesus Youth movement, presently serves as the 
International Director for Formation
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The Lord gave Archbishop Abraham 
Viruthakulangara the grace to be fully alive 
and active until his very final moments. The 
previous night saw him in the capital of the 
country, in the midst of other bishops and 
leaders of the church at the forefront of a 
public rally seeking justice for the family of 
a child. As always, the next day he had an 
early morning flight to catch. By 5 a.m. when 
the cab driver arrived, knocking on his door, 
he had already bid goodbye to this world - 
peacefully, in his sleep.

Later his body was taken to the Holy Family 
Hospital where a cardiac arrest was certified 
as the cause of his death. His mortal remains 
were kept for a brief exposition in Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, New Delhi and then shifted 
to his home diocese, Nagpur. This was 

A Peaceful Passage
followed by a public veneration for the 
next four days in the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Centre. Bishops, national political leaders, 
state dignitaries and various religious 
heads and faithful paid tribute to the late 
prelate - a testament to his influence and 
relationships across diverse communities.

There was a great oupouring of love and 
grief over the next few days until his 
funeral. On the 23rd of April, the day of 
the funeral, the mortal remains of the 
Archbishop were shifted to SFS Cathedral 
Church, Nagpur, where arrangements were 
made for public veneration and live video 
on online platforms. More than 10,000 
people travelled from different parts of 
India and the world to pay tribute to their 
beloved Archbishop.

The solemn funeral mass and the burial 
service were led by His Beatitude Moran 
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Major 
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Malankara 
Catholic Church, His Beatitude Mar George 
Cardinal Alencherry, Major Archbishop of 
the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church and His 
Grace Archbishop Philip Neri, Patriarch of 
East Indies & Archbishop of Goa. Besides 
the members of the Archbishop’s own 
family and relatives, almost 50 bishops 
along with many priests, religious, superior 
generals and provincials and thousands 
of men and women whose lives he had 
touched were present for the final mass. 
The body of the Archbishop was laid to rest 
in SFS Cathedral Church, Nagpur, the city 
that was blessed by his mission.
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His Grace was like a father to me. In 2014, when we were expecting our second child, the doctors advised us to terminate the 
pregnancy. When I shared this news with His Grace, he prayed for us and bolstered my faith through his words. Today we have a 
healthy baby boy named Abraham and our Archbishop loved him lot. In 2016 the Archdiocese of Nagpur celebrated the canonisation 
of St. Teresa of Kolkata in a big way with the Chief Minister and Union Cabinet 
Minister as guests of honour. The celebration was to be in the evening, but 
the weather that day was not favourable. When I met His Grace, he invited me 
to pray with him, and the celebration was one of the best in the history of the 
Archdiocese! His Grace had a child-like joy in doing small things. After blessing 
my new car, we were surprised when he asked for the key and took the car for 

a short spin. We then noticed the registration number - MH31 FA 1998. 
Was it a coincidence that 1998 was the year he came to Nagpur and 

FA could stand for ‘Father Abraham’? Not for me. I believe God still 
keeps me connected to him in many ways. 

Thomas Ronald, Nagpur, India

“Truly I tell you, wherever the Gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will  
also be told, in memory of her” (Mk. 14:9). Cherishing 

the sweet memories of our Archbishop’s ordinariness, these words of Jesus come to my 
mind. He said those words in connection with His anointing by a woman at Bethany, with 
costly perfumed oil. Her name is not mentioned, and her act was an ordinary, silent one. 
But Mark, the writer of the first Gospel has not forgotten to mention it in his account.

A Bishop is called “Local Ordinary” in Canon law. Archbishop Abraham was extra-
ordinarily ordinary in that sense. He did ordinary things with extraordinary care, love 
and mercy in his heart for others. That is why his simple and ordinary actions and 
words were in themselves powerful and touching. I would like to mention three of the 
many ordinary experiences I had with him.

The first was at the Mumbai Faith Conference in 2013. The Archbishop had left 
early in the morning from Nagpur and arrived in the afternoon just in time to 
celebrate Holy Mass.  Soon after Mass, he invited Siljo and me to accompany 
him to a nearby hotel for a cup of tea. At the hotel, however, he ordered four 
meals - two for himself and one for each of us. Looking at our surprised faces he 
said, “The first is my breakfast and the second my lunch, and I'm going to fast for 
supper”. And then it dawned on us that he had not eaten all day. How quietly he 
managed his day without disturbing anybody! His Grace was a man who never 
complained. 

Another time in 2016, during the re-constitution of the International Team in 
Kochi, I was asked to wake him up in the afternoon after his power nap. He had 
to catch the next flight back to Nagpur. As I knocked and entered his room, 
which was not locked, he was arranging his minimal luggage and all the while 
he kept talking to me. He spoke not about himself, how busy he was, his lack 
of sleep or hectic travel, but about his vision for the new International Jesus 
Youth Team and his mission plans for the diocese. Though the situation was an 
informal one, his words ran deep, and the thoughts he shared were lofty. 

THE  
SACRIFICE OF  

ORDINARINESS

Fr Cherian Nereveettil
Former National Chaplain of Jesus Youth India, and the 

current International Chaplain of Jesus Youth.

The third was in 2017, when we gathered at his house in Kottayam to celebrate the Ruby Jubilee of his Episcopal Ordination. 
Among those present were 5 Bishops, 7 important priests and his close relatives. With us and with his relatives he became a 
family man; helping in the kitchen, serving food, taking good care of the VIPs, animating the prayer and anchoring the cultural 
programmes, among other things. He was everywhere, yet unseen; doing everything, yet unnoticed.

When you are filled with God’s extraordinary wisdom and love, your words and actions appear quite ordinary. My Archbishop, you 
were truly a ‘Local Ordinary’.
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